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PRESIDENT’S NOTE
For nearly a year and a half this organization has been operating to accomplish our mission.  While our mission is very
broad in scope, the vision clears the goals and we are left to interpret standards.  Very challenging to do, no doubt about
it.  Just getting a mission statement and vision statement was a fun and challenging experience.  I believe we came up with
a high quality result.  The reason I am mentioning this is because we also started with a survey.  Amongst the
administrative issues surrounding forming this organization, and setting goals, we wanted to be sure we would be serving
you and meeting our common goals.  A complete list of accomplishments is within this newsletter with a very brief sum-
mary of the issue.

In our first survey, traffic was identified as one of the top five concerns.
We formed a traffic committee and formulated recommendations
for improvements.  This has resulted in additional signage, potential
other visual changes and a direct connection to the city traffic
offices.  We are also exploring purchasing private signs to reinforce
the speed limit and preferred speeds.  Safety was also in the top
five.  We have explored the neighborhood watch program as well
as other opportunities.  It seems like we will have a recommendation
in the near future to implement a “safe house” concept (where
kids can go if they feel threatened).  In addition to these fixed
measures for safety, I personally believe we are all talking more
frequently and paying closer attention to what is happening
through multiple outlets such as this newsletter and the web site.
Zoning/construction was also in the top five.  We have successfully
modified several proposals to protect the mission and continue to
monitor the activity affecting us.  Recently, we sent a letter to the
town and county asking to be notified of projects outside our offi-

cial boundaries but still within distances that directly affect our neighborhood.

That is not all.  The survey was very clear that we all really enjoyed the neighborhood and the character of the neighbor-
hood.  Therefore, we formed a welcoming committee who has managed to welcome new families and assist others in their
time of need to make sure that every person knows what a special place this is.  We have a social committee, which is
constantly coming up with creative opportunities to reach out and meet each other.  Everything from an annual party to
caroling.  We wanted to foster communication, hence this newsletter.  That was not enough so we developed a web page
to add another outlet for information.

So what?

A question, what will the OCNA be focusing on for the next year?  The answer, the results of the survey that is in this
newsletter will guide the board for the foreseeable future (also available on-line at otter-creek.org).  I cannot stress
enough how important it is for you to send this survey in.  You can have
confidence that the survey in anonymous and the results will be acted on.
Please, take a couple minutes and fill out the survey and then drop it off
in the anonymous box placed at 3521 Briarcrest Drive. (you can also
download the survey on-line at otter-creek.org/news and e-mail it to
greggbreese@charter.net).

I would be remised if I did not clearly say this.  There is no possible way
that this organization would be functional without the committee chairs
and members, all your input, support, and tireless volunteering.  I know
this is a great place to live.

Thank you for your time and please enjoy this newsletter, return the
survey, and support our sponsors.  See you around the neighborhood!

Cordially,   Gregg Breese

Keep in mind all dates & locations are subject to change.
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MEETINGS

March 11 • 7pm
Robbins Elementary School Gym

May 13 • 7pm
Robbins Elementary School Gym

See inside for event details.

SEE OUR WEB SITE FOR UP TO DATE CALENDAR & EVENT DETAILS



What Are We Up To?
We have been very busy with the seemingly non-stop
developments surrounding our neighborhood.  Between
the contact at city hall and organizing activities there is
always something happening.

Our welcoming committee has welcomed many of you
to the neighborhood including a soon-to-be neighbor
on Ridgeway.  The first of many in the near future on
this road.  We have also helped out those in times of
need and welcomed the youngest residents to several
houses.  Congratulations to all.

The social committee is constantly organizing
opportunities to network and meet your neighbor.
One of the most popular is the ladies brunch.  I would

encourage anyone who can to participate in one of
these upcoming events.

The newsletter committee has put together yet another
high quality newsletter and the web site is up to date.
Check it out, the address is www.otter-creek.org.
Planning is starting for the annual party and election
which is sure to be a good time and offer some chances
for others to get more involved.

We are surveying to find out what your expectations are
for the future.  I really hope you will take the time to
fill it out and send it in.  It is anonymous or you can
give your name.  We will be revealing the results in the
next newsletter.
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Treasury Report
As of March 1st, 2004, we have $686.10 in the Otter Creek Neighborhood Association Checking account and a
balance of $5.00 in our savings account.

The neighborhood grant we received last year for $1,000 is no longer available.  We will be planning a fund raising
activity to help off set the cost of the annual picnic.

We will be placing detailed financial information on the web page www.otter-creek.org or you can contact Bill
Hoepner at Hoepner@charter.net for more information.

Ladies Brunch

Date: Thursday, May 20
Time: 10am - Noon
Hosts: Violet Pederson • 3433 Briarcrest
Details.....Join us for brunch!  If you plan to attend,
please RSVP to Violet at 832-0418 by May 17th.

Date: Friday, June 18th
Time: 11am - 1pm
Hosts: Tabitha Behling • 3605 Briarcrest
Details.....Please join us on your lunch hour.  If you
plan to attend, please RSVP to Tabitha at
838-0965 by June 15th.

Once a month the neighborhood ladies (and kids) are invited to get together to visit and enjoy some
great food!! If you are interested in hosting please contact Teresa Anderson at 833-2080.

Emily Grabarczyk
Owner/Cosmetologist

Mon. - Fri. • 8am - 6pm & Sat. by appointment

3428 Ridgeway Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701
715•552•5816

Charity Work
Interested in doing
something for a cause??

Bible Study
Are you looking for a
group to study with?

Call Teresa Anderson
833-2080If you are home with a little one and would love to get out and meet new little ones

please join us once a month for a play group. This is a great way for your child to
learn to share, gain those social skills, increase vocabulary, and just have fun play-
ing with different toys. Mom's benefit also we can share ideas, talk about kid
friendly recipes and just sit and chat with some tea or coffee.  Please join us your

child will have a ball. The hostess will
provide a little snack and juice for all to

enjoy. If you are interested in joining our new OCNA neighborhood
play group, we would love to have you! Contact Paula Gozner at
552-8363 or pgozner@yahoo.com for additional information.  

Please RSVP to the host
Date Tuesday, March 16th
Time 10am - Noon
Place 3535 Briarcrest Drive
Host Paula Gozner • 552-8363

Date Tuesday, April 6th
Time 10am - Noon
Place 3541 E. Meadows Apt. #3
Host Rebecca Zimmerman • 834-7689

Date Thursday, May 6th
Time 10am - Noon
Place 3530 Briarcrest Drive
Host Jolene Oeffler • 855-8914

Date Tuesday, June 1st
Time 10am - Noon
Place 3568 East Meadows Place
Host Danette Silman • 832-2024

N O M I N A T I O N   T I M E  
The election will be here soon. Please consider running for a position. Also consider nominating someone else.

This is your chance to make things happen.

President • Vice President • Secretary • Treasurer
Block Captains - Briarcrest   • East Meadows • Hamilton • Ridgeway • Gateway & Prill

Contact Election Committee Chair Emily Smith Nguyen - 835-1106 with nominations and questions.

OCNA Board
President
preside at all meetings

Vice President
same power as president
in event of absent

Treasurer
takes care of all financial
transactions

Secretary
records meetings & keep
records

Block Captains
attend meetings to
represent block opinions

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Carpets • Upholstery • Drapery
Air Purification Services Air Duct Cleaning • Decontamination

Restoration Smoke/Fire • Soot • Fuel Oil Clean-up • Water Damage

CHECK FOR UPDATES • All EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Date: Thursday, March 18
Time: 11:30 am - 1:30 pm for Brunch/Lunch
Host: Paula Gozner • 3535 Briarcrest Drive
Details.....Join us on your lunch hour to meet your
neighbors plus BUNKO preview! If you plan to
attend, please RSVP to Paula at 552-8363 by
March 16th

Date: Thursday, April 29
Time: 11am - 1pm for Lunch
Host: Terri Breese • 3618 Briarcrest Drive
Details.....Join us on your lunch hour to meet your
neighbors. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Terri
Breese at 838-8869 by April 27



Come give your input

on what events you

would like to see

happening in the

neighborhood.

Upcoming meetings

for the OCNA

Social Committee are:
Date Tuesday, May 11th 
Time 7pm
Place 3521 Briarcrest Dr

Date Tuesday, June 15th  
Time 7pm
Place 3605 Briarcrest Dr

We are planning several Social opportunities for you to get to know your neighbors. If you are interested in forming a
group or hosting an event or get together...call one of our socials co-chair Tabitha Behling at 838-0965 or Terri
Hoepner at 828-0831. Your comments are most welcomed.

Ladies Scrap &
Stamp Day

Join us for an afternoon of scrapbook-
ing and stamping. Cutters, scissors and punches

will be available. Bring your own photos, paper,
stamps, inks and glue or buy buy what you need while
you are at the store.

Date Saturday, March 27
Time 2-5pm
Place Picture This Back Room (located at 6000
Highway 93
RSVP to Terri Hoepner at 838-0831 or
hoepner@charter.net by Wed. March 25th
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FIVE MINUTE SURVEY This five-minute survey is intended to help determine where
the focus of the Otter Creek Neighborhood Association will be.  Your input is important and will be listened to.
All surveys will be held in confidence.  Thank you for your input.

How important are the following items to your household? Put a check in the box.

Imperative Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important

Construction

Zoning

Snow Removal

Street Cleaning

Public Transit

Animal Control

Public Schools

Block Parties

Crime

Street Lighting

Stormwater Drainage

Police Protection

Fire/rescue service

Recreational Programs

Quiet Neighborhood

Please list what you believe are the four most important issues that you would like the OCNA to be actively
involved with.

1

2

3

4

How long have you lived in this neighborhood? ____ __Years ______ Months

Comments: (attach another page if necessary)

What will

OCNA be

FOCUSING ON
for the next year?

THE ANSWER,
the results of this

survey will guide the

board for

the foreseeable

future. 

FITNESS EQUIPMENT WAREHOUSE

www.thefitnessequipmentstore.com/47111 

CALL NOW!

1-888-532-4541

TREADMILLS • BIKES • MULTI-GYMS
Top Equipment at Low Prices w/ Warranties

Mens Night Out
A time for the men of the neighborhood to get togeth-
er for some good conversation and some messy, but
tasty wings to eat. 

Date Friday, April 16th 
Time 7:30pm
Meet at Buffalo Wild Wings (located in the new
shopping center by the Oakwood Mall
RSVP to Bill at 838-0831or hoepner@charter.net
by Wed. April 14th.

Ladies Night Out
Now it is the ladies turn. Our last night out was great,
you don’t want to miss out on this one.

Date Saturday, May 15th
Time 7:30pm
Meet at Buffalo Wild Wings (located in the new
shopping center by the Oakwood Mall
RSVP to Tabitha at 838-0965 by Wed. May 12th.

Progressive Dinner
Here is how it works... couples travel from home to
home enjoying one course of a meal at each house.
Sure to be a great time! We have set two dates.

Date Saturday, March 20 & June 12
Time 6pm
RSVP Emily at 835-1106 or ESmithDC@msn.com

by March 15th

BUNKO
Don't miss out on the newest hottest dice
game around. It’s fun, easy and great excuse
to for a night out.  Please bring $5 to add to
the winning pot. See page 4 for details.

Date Friday, April 23rd
Time 7 p.m.
Host Paula Gozner • 3535 Briarcrest Dr.
RSVP to Paula at 552-8363

M U R A L S
P A I N T I N G
G R A P H I C  D E S I G N
W E B  S I T E S

715.838.8869

breesedesign@charter.net

www.breesedesign.com
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DOWNLOAD SURVEY ON-LINE & E-MAIL IT IN!

Neighborhood

G A R A G E  S A L E
If you would like to participant in our Neighborhood Garage Sale
fill out the registration at www.otter-creek.org/garagesale then
return it (with $3 for advertising costs) to Paula Gozner 3535

Briarcrest Drive or pgozner@yahoo.com.  

May 21th & 22th (Fri & Sat)
8:30 am - 4pm
Sneak preview for participating garage sales only
SNEAK PREVIEW Thurs, May 20 • 5-7p.m.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! We need to create new signs and help setting
them up the day of the sale. Plus we need someone to take over the
planning for next year. Paula will guide you through the planning process
this year to prepare you for next. Call Paula at 552-8363 for details.

/news

KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

Children age 5 on or
before September 1, 2004
are eligible to attend
Kindergarten fall 2004.

If you have not received
information in the mail
contact the

Board of Education

833-3425 or 833-3480
HOURS  8 am - 4:30 pm.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT In each issue of the OCNA Newsletter we will spotlight a neighborhood business.
We might also consider featuring information such as a neighborÕs hobby, local educational institution, or health
matters. If you have a business or suggestions for something you would like to see featured in our Spotlight please
contact Terri Breese 838-8869.

Cancun is a quality Eau Claire Mexican restaurant known for very fast
bargain lunches and 99 cent margaritas.  Long time city residents know
it as the old Highland Hardees which has undergone a number of remodeling changes,
with the latest really giving the facility a Mexican feel.

Cancun is co-owned by OCNA member, Luis Nunez, who owns the restaurant with his
brother, Alex Nunez.  Alex purchased and converted the old Hardees property in 2001
and also owns two other Mexican restaurants in LaCrosse (1999) and Winona (2000), both

of which are named 'Tequila'.
In July of 2003 Louis moved
to Eau Claire with his family
from Santa Barbara to become
a partner in the restaurant.  Shortly after,  the pair
remodeled the dining area including removing the old
booth seating and replacing them with unique table
settings. These new tables and chairs made from wood of
the Mexican ÔPalo dulceÕ tree and padded leather seats.
With additional help from employees, Alex and Luis own
and operate the business performing many duties as
needed with Luis focusing a little more on the business
operations.

WE HAVE NEW NEIGHBORS! 
Doug & Miss Carlson-Swanson3563 East Meadows Place #3. They were brought to the neighborhood because
Miss was promoted to a manager position at Wells Fargo Bank.  Doug is a chain saw carver, he promises not to be
carving aimlessly in the neighborhood.  They have two lovely boys, Croix is 5 years old and Logan is 3 years old.  

Daniel & Rita Degeneffe 3402 Briarcrest Drive

Brian & Erica Zach 3625 Briarcrest DriveThe Zach
family moved here from a county home in Fall Creek.
They are excited to have neighbors. Brian is a
bricklayer and loves to hunt.  Erica is busy with nursing
school.  Their son Josh is 2 1/2 years old and they are
expecting a second child in August. 

Joe & Danette Silman 3568 East Meadows Place
The Silmans are looking forward to being involved in
the OCNA. They have two children,  Abby is 5 years
old and Chris is 3 years old. The Silmans enjoy hiking
and bicycling.

Richard and Sherry Mohr 3663 Ridgeway DriveThe Mohrs purchased "Kocourek Ford" which is now renamed to
"Eau Claire Ford".  Richard is busy running the new business and enjoys to golf when he has time. Sherry works in the
marketing field and loves playing Bunko. They have a son Jason who is 18 and their daughter Keena is 12. 

BABIESOCNA would like to congratulate our new parents, who both had baby boys.  Let's
welcome our two new guys to the neighborhood.  I am sure we will see both families strolling the
blocks as soon as spring arrives:

Melissa and Sean Tarpenning3326 East Meadows Placedelivered a baby boy on December 4th.
Aidan Charles was 8 lbs and 2 oz and 21 inches long.  Everyone is doing great!

Kristel and John Tavare 3526 Briarcret Drivenamed their new baby Christian John.  He was born
on Sunday, February 15th at 11:40 pm.  Christian weighed in at 6 lbs 7 oz and was 18 1/2 inches long.  Mom & Dad
are enjoying their new bundle of JOY in this cold weather!

Campfires in Our
Neighborhood

In 2000 the Eau Claire City
Council passed an ordinance to
allow campfires within the city of
Eau Claire.  

Campfires must be in
Non-combustible receptacles
such as a pre-built outdoor
fireplace or homemade fireplaces
of brick, stone, rock or cement.

Be responsible for it.  Make sure
that your campfire is at least 10
to 15 feet from any combustible
item Ð house, fence or
outbuilding.  When there is a
DNR Red Flag alert the only
outside burning allowed is the
grilling of food and this has to be
done on a non-combustible
surface.  Check with the burn
permit hotline to see if any
outside burning is allowed
839-3882.   

How big can it be? The wood has
to fit into the receptacle that you
are using, it can not hang out
over the receptacle. You must be
able to extinguish it with a
garden hose or buckets of water.
Burning furniture or pallets is not
allowed, only clean logs of wood. 

If you have any questions about
the doÕs and donÕts of a campfire
please call the fire prevention
division at 839-4825.

Celia & Dick Stoltz,
Proprietors

5572 Prill Road
Eau Claire, WI 54701

www.atriumbb.com

(715) 833-9045
for reservations

WHAT IS BUNKO?

Bunko is a dice game. It is a social game played with
multiples of 4 people. Most commonly, it is played
with 12 people. The game is played in rounds. The
game is often associated with a little eating, a little
gambling, and a lot of socializing.   There are six
rounds in each set of Bunko. The bell signals the
beginning and the end of each round. 

RULES

Players earn points by rolling the
three dice. In each round, players
are trying to roll the same number
as the number of the round (for example, rolling
"three threes" in round 3). In this example, one
point is awarded for each three rolled. A player
continues rolling until no points are scored. The
scorekeeper records this score on the Table Tally as
the temporary team score. The dice then pass to the
player on the left. The round is over when one team
reaches 21 points.  

Players change partners at the end of each round.
The player with the most BUNKOs, wins, losses,
etc, at the end wins. Normally, two to four sets are
played at a time.

Lowes Creek Little League Ages 5-12
SIGN UP

Eau Claire Indoor Sports Center
3456 Craig Rd

March11 ¥  5-7 p.m.
March13 ¥  9-11 a.m. 

More details at
www.LowesCreekLittleLeague.com

Besides the fast lunches at great value prices ($3.49 to $5.99 with most under 5 dollars) and
the 99 cent margaritas on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Cancun has a fairly extensive menu of
Mexican dishes.  Besides the mandatory items of tacos, burritos, enchiladas, and the like,
Cancun features sea food based entrees and Mexican style steaks.  The five fajitas dinners are
also a featured menu item and is Alex's personal favorite, while Luis seems to really enjoy the
steak burritos.  Other featured items include chimichangas, 'muy mexicanas' (various mexican
dinners), vegetarian options, a kids menu, 25 best selling combos, desserts, and more.  There
are also a number of bar selections including beer, pina coladas, bloody marys, bloody marias,
and of course the margaritas.

Luis and his wife Carmen have two children, Luis Enrique and Fabian.  Alex and his wife Julie
have three children, Alex, Natalia, and Anna.  Cancun is located at 2120 Highland Avenue in
Eau Claire and is open everyday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.  Their phone number is 552-8011.

If you have welcome news please contact

Paula Gozner 552-8363 or pgozner@yahoo.com

NEIGHBORHOOD BITS
OCNAÕs own president, Gregg Breese, made a run for an
at large City Council position earlier this year, but unfor-
tunately he was eliminated in the primaries.  He does not
have plans to run again in the future, either for the next
at large elections or a district position, but he has not yet
ruled out the possibility.  Although he is out of this yearÕs
race, you can still view the website including photos of
him at the Polar Plunge at www.breese04.org
DonÕt forget to vote in the spring election on April 6th. 

Enjoy your next dinner out at
Cancun Mexican Restaurant

co-owned by our neighbor, Luis Nunez.

DonÕt forget to

bring your coupon!!


